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Archaeological Intelligence. 
ON THE SITE OF TUNNOCELUM. W e have received the following from 

Mr. W. Thompson Watkin 
" The subject of the site of the Roman station Tunnocelum. being one 

which is at present exciting considerable interest, I venture to reproduce 
the substance of a letter which I communicated to a now defunct news-
paper, the South Shields Daily Despatch, as far back as October, 1875, 
stating the grounds which seemed to me to form a basis for fixing the 
site of this station on the Cumberland coast, rather than at the mouth of 
the Tyne, whilst at the same time I brought forward the ideas of those 
antiquaries who preferred to place the station on the eastern coast:— 

" ' Neither the Antonine Itinerary, nor the Geography of Ptolemy, 
name the Roman station Tunnocelum. Indeed, by that name it occurs 
solely in the Notitia Imperii, where under the head of Item per lincam 
mlli a list of twenty-three stations is given in succession, with the names 
of their garrisons, which we know were not all on the Wall. The 14th, 
15tli, 16th, 17th, and 18th in the list are respectively Ahalkiba, Con-
(javata, Axelodunum, Gabrosentce, and Tunnocelum. In vol. xxviii of the 
Archceological Journal,l I shew from the evidence of inscriptions found 
on the sites, that the three first were now represented by Papcastle, 
Moresby, and Ellenborough (all in Cumberland). Since then Dr. Bruce, 
Professor Hiibner and Dr. McCaul of Toronto have recognised the 
correctness of my views as to the first and third of these stations, while 
on the other they are doubtful. With regard to Gabrosentcn and Tun-
nocelum, they are stated by the Notitia to have been garrisoned by the 
second cohort of the Tliracians, and the Aelian cohort of marines. 
Inscriptions by a force of marines (the epithet Aelian is not given) and 
an inscription by the second cohort of the Thracians have both been 
found in Cumberland, but none by those forces have been found on the 
east coast. Combining this with the fact that these two stations are 
placed by the Notitia immediately after Axelodunum (as if in the same 
neighbourhood) we have a prima facie hypothesis as to their locality, 
which is strengthened by other facts. The two inscriptions which bear 
upon Tunnocelum are— 

PED PED . CLA 
C L . BRIT and BRI 

From a manuscript in the Cottonian collection in the British Museum Ave 
learn that the first of these was found in a vault at Tredermaine Castle. 

1 In an article written in May, 1870. 
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3 4 2 a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

It was afterwards (during the last century) preserved in a wall at 
Naworth Castle, but is now unfortunately lost. The second appears to 
have been found in the neighbourhood of Netherby. At the close of the 
last century it was preserved at Hoddam Castle, but is now in Sir F. U. 
Graham's collection at Netherby. The reading of both of these stones is 
Pedatura classis Britannicce, i.e., ' The ground of the British fleet.' 

" 1 Again, an inscription found at Camerino in Italy (Orelli, No. 804) 
tells its that Marcus Msenius Agrippa, who was a personal friend of the 
Emperor Hadrian, and commander of the first cohort of the Spaniards at 
Ellenborough, was also Priefect or Admiral of the British fleet. It was 
probably through this intimacy of the commander with the Emperor that 
both the first cohort of the Spaniards and the cohort of Marines adopted 
the epithet of JElia from the family name of Hadrian. This officer has 
left several altars bearing his name at Ellenborough. 

" ' I do not think that Netherby could have been Tunnocelum, as it is 
some miles from the sea, but it will be of interest to state that Leland, in 
his Itinerary compiled in the reign of Henry Yll l j j says that the river 
(Esk) came close up to the station, and that men then alive remembered 
having seen rings and staples in the walls as if for mooring ships. In 
the Antonine Itinerary, compiled circa A.D. 140, the name of this station 
is distinctly given as Oastra Exploratorum, but it is to be remembered 
that this was before the advance of the Roman armies into Scotland, and 
as the Notitia was compiled two centuries and a half later, it is not 
likely that at that late period it would still bear the name of ' The 
camps of the Exploratores.' These ' exploratores' were, as their name 
implies, a body of light troops acting as scouts, in advance of the main 
body of the army which was then stationed on the Wall. Yet no other 
name has been preserved. It is also interesting to note that the other 
cohort commanded personally by the British Admiral (Ist of the 
Spaniards) was removed to Netherby, subsequently to its assuming the 
title of JElia, as we find by inscriptions which it has left. 

" ' The anonymous Chorographer of Ravenna gives us in his list three 
stations in succession, named Cantaventi, Juliocenon, and Gabrosentio. 
Of these I recognise the first as Congavata, the second as Tunnocelum, 
and the third as Gabrosentie. This would at once shew that Tunnocelum 
was near Congavata, and no antiquary wiU deny that the latter was in 
Cumberland. 

" ' Ptolemy, the geographer, in his description of Britain, gives us the 
name of a river, which he places north of Morecambe Bay, as Ituna. 
This has generally been supposed to be the Eden or Solway, and if the 
word ' Ocellum' or ' promontory' be added, we get the words ' Ituna 
Ocellum,' or promontory of the Ituna, of which Tumcellum or Tunnocelum 
might be a more euphonious pronunciation. The only ' Ocellum' named 
by Ptolemy is Spurn Head. This completes the evidence as to placing 
Tunnocelum on the west coast of England. 

" ' On the east coast Ptolemy gives us the name of a river called the 
Tinna, generally supposed, from the position in which he places it, to be 
the Tyne. On this basis some writers have considered that Tunnocelum 
was a compound of 1 Tinna' and ' Ocellum,' and thus placed the station 
at Tynemouth or South Shields. There was also someAvhere in this part 
of Durham or Northumberland a place called by the Saxons in Bede's 
time Tanna-cester, but, as the Rev, J, Hodgson in his ' History of 
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343 a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

Northumberland,' vol. iii, part 2, p. 228, states, it was named from its 
abbot Tunna. These facts, with the coincidence of South Shields being 
a marine station, are all the evidence, so far as I am aware, in favor of 
Tunnocelum being at that place. To antiquaries generally 1, at present, 
leave the task of determining on which side the balance of evidence lies. 
In the meantime I refrain from naming any particular station as Tunno-
celum. Further discoveries of inscriptions may at any moment enlighten 
us, and in fact may prove that it was after all on the east coast. Until 
then we can only judge by our present knowledge,' which is very meagre. 

" ' I may add that Horsley, in his 1 Britannia Romana,' also recognises 
Juliocenon and Gabrocentio as the Tunnocelum and Gabrosentae of the 
Notitia. 

" ' There were several stations which must have been in Durham, of 
which we do not know the sites, amongst them the Epiacum of Ptolemy ; 
possibly South Shields is one of these.' 

" The excavations to lie made at the recently re-discovered castrum at 
Beckfort, on the Cumberland coast, will probably throw further light 
upon the subject." 

Mr. Watkin also writes as follows;—"Another interesting inscription 
has been found at South Shields. Unfortunately it is not quite complete. 
It has consisted of three lines, but the commencement and end of each 
line is broken off. Tlie extant portion is— 

. . . . SANCTE ET NVMIN 
DOMITIVS EPICTETV . . . . 
COMMILITONIBVS TEMPLV . . . 

As it is evidently dedicated to a goddess and the divinities of the 
Emperor (or Emperors), I was inclined to read the first line—DEAE 
MNERVJS SANCTE, &c., or MINERVYE SANCTE simply : but Mr. Blair (to 
whom I am indebted for the copy of the inscription) thinks that there 
would not be room for more than the word DEAE.1 The entire inscription 
has been something like this—Miitervae Sancte et Numinib(vs) Aurjg. 
Domitius Epictetus cum commilitonibus templum rest(ituit), or the last 
word may be aediff icavit J. Some of the letters are ligulate. Mr. 
Robinson has also found another altar at Maryport with a · nearly 
obliterated inscription. An inscribed Roman stone has been found at 
Brough ( Verterae) in Westmoreland, the first this station has produced ; 
and some others have been found near Blenkinsopp Castle on the lino of 
the Roman Wall. ΑΠ of these will be embraced in my annual list. 

DISCOVERY OF ROHAN LEADEN COFFINS AT SANDY, BEDFORDSHIRE. 
This place has long been recognised by its large camps as an important 
Roman station. The 7th volume of the Archceoloc/ia, p. 412, and the 
8th volume, p. 377-383, contain accounts of Roman pottery, urns, &c. 
found here, and Lysons alludes to similar remains in his Magna Britannica, 
p. 24. The excavations for the Great Northern Railway through ground 
below one of the camps known as "Chesterfield," surrendered large 
quantities of pottery, some of which found a resting place in the Bedford 
Museum. Within the last year these excavations have been extended, 
for the purpose of getting sand, into slightly elevated ground, known as 
"Tower Hill," long used for garden purposes. In 1879 two leaden 

1 I have thought of Dianae Sancte, but it does not seem probable. 
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3 4 4 a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

coffins were uncovered at a deptli of three feet. These falling greatly to 
pieces were not accurately examined, hut covered up again. In the 
spring of the present year a third leaden coffin, five feet eight inches 
long, quite plain, and slightly tapering to the feet, was found in good 
preservation. The lid has entirely perished, but fragments of angle irons, 
apparently connected with an outer wooden casing, were also discovered. 
There were no bones in these coffins, and this is accounted for by their 
lying in sand, a destructive agency. They lay east and west. 

Many coins, Roman and others, have been found at Sandy and in the 
neighbourhood, and the fact of such extremely small ones being rescued 
from the earth is explained by the practice of the local labourers weeding 
the market gardens, and more particularly the onion fields which abound 
in these parts, working on their knees, thus nothing in the shape of a 
coin, however small, escapes such close notice. 

It is in contemplation to carry the present excavations entirely through 
"Tower Hill," and Ave may hope for some important discoveries. Mr. 
F. J. Beart, the owner of the ground, has most obligingly given orders 
that every care shall be taken of the antiquities which the further 
progress of the digging may reveal, and he has placed the coffins in the 
hands of an antiquary who, Ave have good reasons to believe, will deposit 
them where they will be properly cared for. They will be exhibited at 
the Montldy Meeting of the Institute on Thursday, November 4th. 

DISCOVERY OF R O M A N R E M A I N S Α Ϊ R I S E H O W , NEAR F L I M B Y . — I N 
making some extensions for coke ovens at Risehow, at the latter end of 
last month, the foundations of a building 13 feet 7 inches square inside, 
with Avails 3 feet thick formed of large blocks of grey freestone, were 
revealed. The floor is paved with cobble stones set in clay, and covered 
Avith the same substance. The interior has possibly been used for burials, 
a fact suggested by the discovery of charcoal, small pieces of bones, 
pottery, &c., but it seems more likely that the building Avas originally a 
Avateli toAver in connection Avith the Maryport camp, Avhich is A'isible from 
this spot, and such a use Avould account for the presence of charcoal, 
bones, &c. Among the pottery found was a bottle, apparently for Avater, 
with a side handle. Mr. "Wilson, the proprietor, wiU take every care of 
these remains. 

T H E R O M A N "VILLA AT SANDOAVN, ISLE OF W I G H T . — T h e Avork o f 
uncovering this spacious building is proceeding. An elaborate tesselatecl 
pavement has been found containing panels Avitli groups of heads of 
Perseus and Andromeda, the Seasons, Tritons, &c. Eleven chambers 
have noAV been opened. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF A N C I E N T HELMETS AND E X A M P L E S OF M A I L . 
This Catalogue will be published Avith the Journal on December 31st, 
The subscription list of ten shillings for an extra and separate copy, 
bound in cloth, will be closed on October 31st. After that date the 
price to members and the public Avill be 12s. 6d. ; after the date of 
publication the price to members Avill be 15s. 6d., and to the public 
,£1 Is. Names of subscribers Avill be received by the Secretary, For 
further information, see p. 214. 

Members of the Institute are particularly informed that Special Notices 
of the Monthly Meeting's will be sent beforehand, on payment of one 
shilling a year. 
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